Theme 4: Poly-Crisis and Interconnected Challenges

The Church in Gaborone holds a pivotal role in addressing poly-crisis and interconnected
challenges, which involve multiple, overlapping crises such as economic instability, environmental
disasters, social unrest, and public health emergencies. The Church acts as a stabilising force in the
community, offering spiritual and emotional support while also helping to coordinate practical
responses to these complex challenges. Its place in the community allows it to be a trusted mediator
and leader, fostering unity and collective action in times of compound crises. Additionally, the
Church has the capacity to bring together different stakeholders —government, civil society, and
community groups—to address these interconnected issues holistically, ensuring that responses are
comprehensive and sustainable.

Three Practical Steps the Church in Botswana Can Take to Respond to Poly-
Crisis and Interconnected Challenges

1. Establish Crisis Management Teams within the Church: The Church can form dedicated
crisis management teams that focus on addressing multiple crises simultaneously. These
teams should include experts in different fields such as economics, health, and
environmental science, alongside spiritual leaders, to ensure that the Church’s response is
multifaceted and informed by a range of perspectives. These teams would assess ongoing
challenges and develop coordinated strategies to address them in an integrated manner.

2. Partner with Government and NGOs to Address Systemic Issues: The Church can
enhance its role by partnering with government agencies, non-governmental organisations
(NGOs), and other community actors to tackle systemic issues that contribute to poly-crisis
situations, such as poverty, climate change, and health care access. Through these
partnerships, the Church can advocate for long-term solutions that address the root causes of
crises rather than just their symptoms, contributing to a more resilient society.

3. Develop Educational Programmes on Resilience and Crisis Preparedness: The Church
should create and promote educational programmes aimed at teaching community members
about resilience and crisis preparedness. These programmes can cover topics like disaster
preparedness, economic resilience, and environmental sustainability, equipping individuals
and families with the tools they need to withstand and respond to multiple, overlapping
crises.
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Three Practical Steps the Church Community Can Take to Respond to the Crisis
of Poly-Crisis and Interconnected Challenges

1. Create Support Networks for Vulnerable Groups: Church members can form support
networks to assist the most vulnerable populations in their communities, such as the elderly,
children, and those living in poverty. These networks can provide food, shelter, and
emotional support during times of crisis, ensuring that the needs of those most at risk are
addressed quickly and effectively.

2. Encourage Community-Led Initiatives to Address Local Crises: The Church community
can encourage and participate in grassroots initiatives that address specific local crises, such
as water shortages, food insecurity, or unemployment. By mobilising local resources and
talents, the Church community can take a proactive approach to solving interconnected
challenges from within, fostering local ownership and empowerment in crisis response.

3. Promote Environmental Stewardship and Sustainability: Recognising the impact of
environmental degradation on multiple crises, the Church community can take steps to
promote environmental stewardship. This can include activities such as tree planting, waste
reduction, and promoting sustainable agricultural practices, which not only address
immediate environmental challenges but also help mitigate future crises.

Summary of the Three Questions

1. The Role and Place of the Church in Gaborone in Responding to the Crisis of Poly-Crisis
and Interconnected Challenges

The Church in Gaborone acts as a key leader and stabilising force in responding to poly-crises by
providing spiritual, emotional, and practical support. It plays an essential role in coordinating efforts
across various sectors and addressing the interconnected nature of multiple crises. The Church's
influence enables it to mobilise community resources and partner with external organisations to
create holistic, sustainable solutions.

2. Three Practical Steps the Church in Botswana Can Take

e  Establish crisis management teams to address multiple crises simultaneously in a
coordinated and informed manner.

e Partner with government and NGOs to address systemic issues contributing to poly-crisis
situations.

e Develop educational programmes on resilience and crisis preparedness to equip the
community for future challenges.

3. Three Practical Steps the Church Community Can Take

e Create support networks for vulnerable groups to ensure their needs are met during
compounded crises.

*  Encourage and participate in community-led initiatives to address localised crises.

*  Promote environmental stewardship and sustainability to mitigate environmental crises and
their impact on other interconnected challenges.

By taking these steps, both the Church and its community in Botswana can respond effectively to
the complex nature of poly-crisis, helping to build a more resilient and cohesive society that is
better prepared for future challenges.
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