
Theme 2: Contextualising Crisis

The Church in Gaborone plays a pivotal role in contextualising crisis by recognising the diverse 
nature of crises that affect both urban and rural communities. Crises can take many forms, from 
personal struggles like health issues to broader societal challenges such as economic instability and 
political unrest. The Church's role is to understand the unique context of each crisis and provide 
tailored responses that address specific needs. By acting as a bridge between spiritual guidance and 
practical support, the Church is well-placed to help communities navigate the complexities of 
various crises, offering solutions that are both faith-based and context-sensitive. This involves 
listening to the lived experiences of individuals, recognising the varying impacts of crises on 
different groups, and addressing them with relevant interventions.

Three Practical Steps the Church in Botswana Can Take to Respond to the 
Contextualising Crisis

1. Conduct Localised Needs Assessments: The Church can regularly assess the specific needs 
of different communities, identifying the unique challenges faced by rural and urban 
populations. This will allow the Church to offer targeted support that meets the particular 
needs of each context, ensuring that resources are allocated effectively. For example, rural 
areas might need more agricultural support, while urban communities could benefit from 
employment initiatives.

2. Develop Context-Specific Crisis Response Plans: The Church should create crisis 
management plans tailored to different types of crises, such as health emergencies, natural 
disasters, or economic downturns. These plans should be flexible enough to adapt to the 
local environment and community needs, ensuring that the Church is prepared to respond 
quickly and appropriately when a crisis occurs.

3. Provide Training for Church Leaders on Contextual Crisis Management: Church 
leaders can be trained in understanding the socio-political and economic landscapes of their 
communities, enabling them to respond more effectively to the specific challenges their 
congregations face. This training can include conflict resolution, economic resilience, and 
health crisis management, equipping leaders with the tools to guide their communities 
through crises that are contextually relevant.

Three Practical Steps the Church Community Can Take to Respond to the 
Contextualising Crisis

1. Encourage Community-Led Crisis Identification: The Church community can organise 
meetings or focus groups to allow individuals to express their experiences and identify the 
most pressing crises affecting their daily lives. By encouraging open dialogue, the Church 
can better understand the local context and work with the community to develop appropriate 
responses.

2. Support Tailored Outreach Programmes: The Church community can support and 
participate in outreach initiatives that target specific crises relevant to their local context. For 
example, in rural areas, this could include providing agricultural training or tools, while in 
urban settings, it might involve job fairs or financial literacy workshops. These targeted 
efforts will help communities address their most urgent needs effectively.
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3. Promote Inclusivity in Crisis Responses: The Church community can ensure that crisis 
responses are inclusive by considering the needs of vulnerable groups, such as women, 
children, the elderly, and the disabled. This could involve creating specialised support 
services for these groups or ensuring that crisis intervention programmes are accessible to 
all community members, regardless of their circumstances.

Summary of the Three Questions

1. The Role and Place of the Church in Gaborone in Responding to the Contextualising Crisis

The Church in Gaborone is essential in understanding and addressing the unique challenges 
presented by different crises. Its role is to offer tailored, context-specific support that meets the 
varied needs of urban and rural communities. By listening to the community and understanding the 
local context, the Church can provide more relevant and effective crisis interventions.

2. Three Practical Steps the Church in Botswana Can Take

• Conduct localised needs assessments to understand specific community challenges.
• Develop context-specific crisis response plans for different types of emergencies.
• Provide training for church leaders on contextual crisis management and response.

3. Three Practical Steps the Church Community Can Take

• Encourage community-led crisis identification through open dialogue.
• Support tailored outreach programmes that address specific local crises.
• Promote inclusivity in crisis responses by considering the needs of vulnerable groups.

By taking these steps, the Church and its community can provide more effective, relevant, and 
context-aware responses to the crises that impact different areas of Botswana.
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