
Theme 1: Community and Collective Resilience

The Church in Gaborone plays a central role in fostering community and collective resilience by 
acting as a unifying force during times of crisis. Its place within the community is vital in providing 
spiritual, emotional, and social support. The Church serves as a platform for people to come 
together, share their burdens, and work towards collective solutions. As a trusted institution, the 
Church offers both moral guidance and practical assistance, helping communities navigate 
challenges like economic hardships, social unrest, and environmental crises. By promoting unity, 
collaboration, and faith-driven responses, the Church can help build stronger, more resilient 
communities capable of standing firm in the face of adversity.

Three Practical Steps the Church in Botswana Can Take to Respond to the 
Crisis of Community and Collective Resilience

1. Foster Collaborative Networks Among Churches and Community Organisations: The 
Church can act as a bridge between various stakeholders, such as non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs), government agencies, and community leaders, to create a 
collaborative network focused on resilience. By building these partnerships, the Church can 
mobilise resources more effectively and ensure that the community has access to the 
necessary support during crises.

2. Organise Community Empowerment Programmes: The Church should implement 
programmes that empower individuals and families by teaching skills related to financial 
literacy, health, and sustainable livelihoods. These programmes can help communities 
become more self-reliant and prepared to face crises without relying solely on external 
assistance.

3. Promote Open Dialogue and Regular Communication: The Church can host forums, both 
physical and virtual, where community members come together to share their experiences, 
challenges, and potential solutions to crises. These discussions can foster a sense of 
ownership and inclusion, encouraging collective action and mutual support in times of 
difficulty.

Three Practical Steps the Church Community Can Take to Respond to the Crisis 
of Community and Collective Resilience

1. Create Support Groups: Members of the Church community can form small support 
groups that focus on mutual care and assistance. These groups can help address both 
emotional and practical needs, ensuring that individuals do not feel isolated during crises. 
Support groups can be tailored to specific needs, such as for women, youth, or the elderly, 
providing a targeted approach to resilience-building.

2. Participate in Community Volunteer Initiatives: The Church community can actively 
engage in local volunteer efforts, offering practical help during times of crisis, such as food 
distribution, shelter provision, and crisis counselling. By contributing their time and 
resources, church members can strengthen communal bonds and foster a spirit of collective 
responsibility.
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3. Encourage Resource Sharing: The Church community can establish systems for sharing 
resources, such as food banks or clothing drives, to support those most affected by crises. 
This initiative can be extended to skills-sharing workshops where members exchange 
knowledge on resilience strategies, such as home gardening, to ensure food security during 
challenging times.

Summary of the Three Questions

1. The Role and Place of the Church in Gaborone in Responding to the Crisis of Community 
and Collective Resilience

The Church serves as a central pillar in Gaborone, providing spiritual and practical leadership. It 
fosters unity, acts as a moral guide, and builds partnerships to address communal challenges, 
promoting a collective response to crises.

2. Three Practical Steps the Church in Botswana Can Take

• Foster collaborative networks between churches and community organisations.
• Organise community empowerment programmes.
• Promote open dialogue and regular communication.

3. Three Practical Steps the Church Community Can Take

• Create support groups for mutual care and assistance.
• Participate in community volunteer initiatives.
• Encourage resource and skill sharing within the community.

By taking these actions, both the Church as an institution and its wider community can significantly 
contribute to strengthening collective resilience in Botswana.
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