In Zanzibar, the third theme discussed by the participants was “Rights and Social Justice”.

What is the role and place of the church in Zanzibar in responding to the crisis of Rights and
Social Justice?

The church in Zanzibar plays a critical role in advocating for the rights of individuals and ensuring
social justice is upheld. It should educate its members and the community on their rights and how to
claim them in a just and ethical manner. The church also serves as a voice for the voiceless,
particularly in addressing issues of discrimination and unfair treatment within society.

What are three practical steps that the church in Zanzibar can take to respond to the Rights
and Social Justice crisis?

1. Education on Rights: The church can organise workshops and seminars to teach members
and the wider community about their legal rights and the avenues available for addressing
injustices. This will empower people to stand up for themselves when faced with
discrimination or unfair treatment.

2.  Advocacy and Mediation: The church can act as a mediator in conflicts where social justice
issues are at stake. By providing a platform for dialogue and negotiation, the church can
help resolve disputes in a peaceful manner, ensuring that both parties are heard and
understood.

3. Support During Crises: In times of social upheaval, such as during natural disasters or
periods of political unrest, the church can provide support by ensuring that relief is
distributed fairly and by advocating for those who are marginalised and most affected by
these crises.

What are three practical steps that your church community can take to respond to the crisis
of Rights and Social Justice?

1. Community Education: On a smaller scale, individual church communities can engage in
educating their members about their rights and responsibilities as citizens. This could be
done through sermons, Bible study groups, and informal community gatherings.

2. Creating Safe Spaces: The church can create spaces where individuals facing injustice can
come forward, share their stories, and receive counselling and guidance on how to navigate
their situation in a way that upholds justice and fairness.

3. Promoting Justice in Daily Interactions: Church members can be encouraged to practice
justice in their everyday lives by treating others with fairness, kindness, and respect. This
starts with small, personal interactions and can have a ripple effect throughout the
community.

The discussions emphasised the importance of understanding both legal and moral responsibilities
and how the church can act as a pillar of support for those facing injustice. These key points can be
further expanded as the research progresses, providing concrete actions that churches can take in
Zanzibar to address social justice issues effectively.
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