
Resilience in Dar es Salaam means trusting in God’s timing, acting on faith, and relying on prayer, 
scripture, and community. It embraces humility, love, and forgiveness while understanding change 
is constant. Through grace, strength, and daily reliance on God, resilience seeks wisdom and lives 
with purpose and confidence.

The meaning of resilience varies slightly across the regions of Dar es Salaam, Gaborone, 
Livingstone, Lusaka, Gwembe Valley, Lilongwe, Mangochi, and Zanzibar, but several themes 
consistently emerge, along with some regional nuances.

Similarities:

1. Faith and Trust in God: Across all regions, resilience is deeply rooted in faith and trust in 
God. Whether it’s "holding onto God's promises" in Lilongwe , or trusting in God's presence 
in Lusaka , spirituality plays a critical role.

2. Perseverance and Endurance: The concept of resilience consistently includes enduring 
challenges with perseverance. Both Gaborone and Livingstone emphasise this , while Dar es 
Salaam frames it as "waiting on God" and "putting faith into action."

3. Courage and Strength: Several regions associate resilience with courage. Livingstone 
refers to "the strength and courage to persevere,”  and Dar es Salaam includes "be strong" 
and "trust in God" as central components.

4. Humility and Listening: Humility and the importance of listening appear in regions like 
Lusaka and Dar es Salaam, where "humbleness" and "seeking advice" are emphasised.

Differences:

1. Individual vs. Community Focus:

◦ Gaborone tends to describe resilience more from an individual perspective, 
emphasising personal perseverance and strength .

◦ Livingstone and Gwembe Valley emphasise resilience as a community trait, 
highlighting the role of family and community in overcoming adversity .

2. Spiritual Reflection vs. Practical Action:

◦ Lusaka and Lilongwe add a reflective dimension to resilience, focussing on 
patience, humility, and relational harmony.

◦ Dar es Salaam and Mangochi, meanwhile, emphasise active resilience, including 
actions like "putting words into action" and not judging others.
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Ustahimilivu katika Dar es Salaam unamaanisha kumtumainia Mungu katika wakati wake, 
kuchukua hatua kwa imani, na kutegemea maombi, maandiko, na jamii. Unajumuisha 
unyenyekevu, upendo, na msamaha huku ukielewa kwamba mabadiliko ni ya kudumu. Kupitia 
neema, nguvu, na kutegemea Mungu kila siku, ustahimilivu unatafuta hekima na kuishi kwa 
lengo na ujasiri.



3. Cultural Specificity:

◦ Zanzibar and Mangochi introduce unique cultural and religious elements such as 
witchcraft and faith-based discrimination , while other regions focus more on 
broader social or familial challenges.

In conclusion, while the foundation of resilience—rooted in faith, perseverance, and strength—is 
common, regional differences highlight whether resilience is more community-focused or 
individually framed, whether it emphasises spiritual reflection or practical action, and how cultural 
factors influence its meaning.
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